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In Memoriam

Raphael Gallagher, C.Ss.R.
10.10.1943-03.12.2024
Professor of the Alphonsian Academy

Together with the Dublin Province, the Alphonsian Academy
mourns the death of a former colleague, Fr. Raphael Gallagher. Fr.
Gallagher was a professor in the Academy from 1994-2014, where he
taught systematic moral theology. He spent his last years in the Re-
demptorist community Dundalk, Ireland. He died after a brief illness
in the Mater Hospital in Dublin at the age of 81.

Fr. Gallagher was born in a small town called Bailleborough, in Co.
Cavan on the 10th of October 1943. At that time the Redemptorists
had a flourishing “juvenate” in Limerick where Raphael was educated
from 1955 to 1960. He then did an Arts Degree at Galway University.
His philosophy and theology studies followed in Galway and Dublin,
leading to his ordination in 1969. After two years of ministry in Ire-
land he was sent to the Alphonsian Academy where he completed his
licence in 1973. His doctoral studies took him to Germany and Fran-
ce where he perfected his modern languages. He wrote his thesis in
Rome on the scientific status of moral theology with another Irish Re-
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demptorist, Fr. Sean O’Riordan. Having completed his doctoral the-
sisin 1977, Fr. Gallagher taught in various faculties in Ireland for a pe-
riod of ten years, apart from one year as an invited professor in the
USA. His academic career was interrupted between 1987 and 1993
when he served as Provincial Superior of the Dublin Province. In
1994 he came to the Alphonsian Academy as a professor where he re-
mained until 2014. During this period he was also Secretary of the
Commission for Studia Moralia for six years.

It is as a professor here in the Academy that Raphael Gallagher is
kindly remembered by students and colleagues. During his years here
he accompanied a large number of students in the preparation of their
theses. He was notoriously meticulous and diligent in this work, but
he also showed great patience and kindness when students were in dif-
ficulty. These human qualities were accompanied by an intense inte-
llectual curiosity as well as a strong pastoral sense. This fact finds
happy expression in his last major publication, a translation of the tract
on conscience in St. Alphonsus.

"To these biographical facts allow me to add a brief personal appre-
ciation. Raphael was in turn my professor, my prefect and my provin-
cial before becoming a colleague here in the Academy. I can honestly
say that not a single cross word passed between us in well over 20 ye-
ars of contact. Although I personally did not do my doctorate with
him, his most admirable quality in my mind was his professionalism
and “humanitarianism” when dealing with doctoral students.

Like others here, I am aware that through this and other services,
he made a very significant contribution to the international reputation
of the Alphonsian Academy. For this we are and will always remain
truly grateful to him and to God. May be rest in peace...

Martin MCKEEVER, C.Ss.R.
Accademia Alfonsiana





